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Kitty Hawk crew receives patriotic gift 
By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Aaron Roob, Kitty Hawk public affairs 
 
 
USS KITTY HAWK, At sea– Every Sailor aboard USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) now has a little 
piece of America to keep in their pocket. 
 
Two boxes containing 5,300 pocket-sized flags recently arrived as a gift from the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 219 of Fruitland, Fla., to thank Sailors for their service.  The unit began 
working on the pocket flags in January. 
 
“This is the first project of this magnitude that we have undertaken,” said Brenda Roberts, Unit 
219’s president.  “A lot of people have put in a lot of hours to get these flags folded and 
packaged.” 
 
Every Kitty Hawk, Carrier Air Wing 5, Destroyer Squadron 15 and Task Force 70 Sailor will 
receive one of the flags, which comes in a baggie with a card that reads: “A flag for your pocket 
so you can always carry a little piece of home.  We are praying for you and are proud of you.  
Thank you for defending our country and our freedom.” 
 
“We’re pleased to have been chosen as the recipients for this special gift,” said Kitty Hawk 
Commanding Officer Capt. Ed McNamee.  “We’re especially touched by the obvious amount of 
effort and teamwork that went into the cutting, ironing and folding of each of these 5,300 pocket 
flags.” 
 
For Sailors like Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (SW/AW) David Garcia, of Kitty Hawk’s dental 
office, the pocket flags have made a positive impression. 
 
“It makes me feel good to know there are people back in the states who appreciate what we do 
over here,” Garcia said. 
 
The unit has previously sent smaller shipments of pocket flags to military units in which a 
member’s child or grandchild had served in, Roberts said. 
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The Pocket Flag Program, originally started by the Boy Scouts, was adopted by the unit as an 
Americanism project, Roberts said.   
 
For more information on the program, visit its Web site at http://www.pocketflagproject.com.   
 
The strike group includes the Kitty Hawk, the aircraft squadrons and staff of Carrier Air Wing 5, 
the guided-missile cruisers USS Chancellorsville (CG 62) and Cowpens (CG 63), and Destroyer 
Squadron 15 staff. The group’s ships and destroyer squadron staff are based at Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka, Japan, and the air wing and staff are based at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan. 
 
 To find more news about the Kitty Hawk Strike Group, visit the Navy NewsStand at  
www.news.navy.mil/local/cv63/.  


